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Great American Cleanup a Success!

The Great American Cleanup (GAC) is an annual nationwide cleanup program initiated by
Keep America Beautiful (KAB). KMB, a KAB affiliate, promotes the Great American
Cleanup that begins on the first day of Spring and ends June 22, 2022, the first day of
Summer. A total of 396 volunteers donated over 1250 hours to remove 9,637 pounds of litter
throughout the Midlands; this does not include litter collected during routine cleanups through
KMB's "Adopt-A" programs. Pictured below is the Phi Tau cleanup crew. 

If you want to volunteer to make our roadways, parks, and other public spaces more beautiful,
contact KMB to conduct a One-time Cleanup any time of the year. If you are not sure where
to pickup, no worries, our helpful staff maintains a list of litter hotspots in need of cleaning.

2022 Shoe Drive Surpassed Another Goal!

Thank you to all 25 sites who collected shoes and those of you who contributed shoes for our
annual shoe drive.  You helped us to collect 6,600 pairs of shoes; a new record for KMB! 
These shoes will permanently stay out of our local landfills while helping those in need in
developing countries.  They also raised over $2,600 to help support our programs and brought
media attention to the efforts of our hardworking volunteers.  Thank you!          

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/gac/
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/onetimecleanups/


Last Funds2Org shoe pickup, KMB staff, L to R:  Lauraette Kirkland, Traude Sander, Laura Blake-Orr, Marissa DiMaria

2021 KMB Award Winners

The following individuals and organizations received the 2021 awards from Keep the
Midlands Beautiful.  Read more about each award and view more photos at:
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/news-events/2021-community-awards/

Lexington County Adopt-A-Highway Group of the Year Award

Town of South Congaree, Allen Sharpe

Richland County Adopt-A-Highway Group of the Year Award

Remembering Brandon Lavar Byrd, Cynthia Byrd

City of Columbia Adopt-A-Street Group of the Year Award

Dennis Corporation, Pam Johnston

Adopt-A-Waterway Group of the Year Award

Forest Lake Presbyterian, Julie Lott

Green Outstanding Educator Award

Leaphart Elementary, Sarah Guffey

Green Small Business Award

AquaFun Boat Rentals, Tours and Watersports, Ken Jones & Ken Jones, Jr.

Green Large Business Award

J Peters (Rusty Anchor & Catfish Johnny’s parent company), Tony Rametta

Beautification Award

Neriah Community Development Corp., Rev. Jackie Smalls

Green Government Partner

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/news-events/2021-community-awards/


West Columbia, Mayor Tem Miles and Director of Public Works, Jamie Hook

Green Non-Profit Partner

Sharing God’s Love, Executive Director: Shari Selke

KMB Executive Director Ebonee Gadson presents Adopt-A-Street Award to
Pam Johnson and staff with the Dennis Corporation

Encourage Children to Read and Learn About Litter



https://www.richlandlibrary.com/lists/read-all-about-it-land-our-land

https://www.richlandlibrary.com/lists/read-all-about-it-taking-care-mother-earth

KMB Volunteer Appreciation Event Coming Soon

https://www.richlandlibrary.com/lists/read-all-about-it-land-our-land
https://www.richlandlibrary.com/lists/read-all-about-it-taking-care-mother-earth


All Keep the Midlands Beautiful volunteers and partners are invited to attend our “Volunteer
Appreciation Night.” Mark your calendars for July 26th, RSVP and join us at Savage Craft

Brewery for an evening of drinks, appetizers, music, and conversation. 

Save the Date for the 2022 Lakeside Litter Sweep! 

Plans are underway for the 2022 Lakeside Litter Sweep event.  This year’s cleanup of
Lake Murray will be held the morning of Saturday, September 17th which coincides with
the Department of Natural Resource’s statewide ‘Beach Sweep River Sweep’ day. 
Participants may choose one of three locations: Southshore Marina in Leesville, Lighthouse
Marina in Chapin or Dreher Island State Park in Newberry County.  Participants may also
choose to pick up litter on land, pick up on an island using their own boat, or request boat
transportation to an island.  Registered participants will receive a free event t-shirt, free
sandwich lunch onsite, small take home gift and a chance to win prizes from local
businesses.  Pre-registration is required by September 10th.  Go to
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/ for more information and to register.

https://www.evite.com/event/010C2P2VQK6QVUZZMEPM7VO6LBMKHY/rsvp?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/


NEW Adopt-A-Waterway Online Orientation and Safety Training
Module for New Group Leaders  

New Adopt-A-Waterway (AAW) Group Leaders are required to complete the NEW online
Orientation and Safety Training module available on KMB’s website at

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/about-aaw/.  It works best on
a PC, not Mac.  If a Mac is used, arrow forward as needed. 

Adopt-A-Highway (AAH) and Adopt-A-Street (AAS) Clean-Up
Date

The next scheduled clean-up date for AAH and AAS groups is Saturday, August 20th. 
You may request supplies by using our convenient ordering form. Please remember that
your group may pick up on your assigned highway/road/street anytime that weekend and
leave the bags for the Department of Transportation or City of Columbia to pick up over
the course of the following weeks.  If they are not picked up within a couple of weeks,
please notify us.  If your group chooses to pick up on a different weekend, you are
responsible for properly disposing of all material collected. 

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/about-aaw/
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/about-aah/
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/city-of-columbia-aah/
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/what-we-do/nonprofit2019/about-aah/aah-supply-request-form/


Thank you Spring Valley HOA and all of our hundreds of AAH and AAS groups!

Join KMB at a Fireflies Baseball Game

Join KMB staff, supporters, and fellow volunteers for a very special summer evening of
fun at Columbia's Segra Park, home of the Columbia Fireflies.  Don't wait, get your tickets

now before they run out! 
Every ticket holder gets a free ball cap too!  Order here! 

Fall 2022 Recycling and Household Hazardous Waste Events in

https://www.firefliestickets.com/group/event/KMBSC22/


the Midlands



Thank You for Supporting KMB's Mission:
Litter Prevention, and Beautification!

Friendly Wager Leads to $300 Donation for KMB

In April, Ebonee Gadson and Traude Sander from Keep the Midlands Beautiful were
presented with three $100 checks resulting from a friendly wager.  West Columbia Mayor Tem

Miles, a strong supporter of the Lady Gamecocks, and Irmo Mayor Barry Walker, a
Connecticut alum, bet on the outcome of the spring NCAA Women’s National Championship
game.  They agreed that the mayor representing the losing team would donate $100 to a local
charity that benefits both of their communities and selected KMB for this honor.  Although the

USC Gamecocks prevailed over the University of Connecticut Huskies, Mayor Miles
generously decided to donate his $100 along with Mayor Walker.  Their good friend, Tom

O’Steen, a local business owner and member of the West Columbia Chamber of Commerce
who passed away in June,  also generously decided to donate $100 to KMB.  Thank you,

gentlemen, for your contribution to KMB and to your community!   



Midlands Gives

Keep the Midlands Beautiful thanks all of you who donated to KMB during this year’s
Midlands Gives campaign.  Thanks to the generosity of 23 donors and four board members

who provided $1,000 of matching funds, we exceeded our fundraising goal and raised a total
of $2,576.25!  These funds will be used to support our litter, recycling and beautification
programs.  Donations are accepted and appreciated year-round.  To donate now, go to

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/donations/join-today/ .

Corporate Donors

We’d like to thank our newest corporate members for their support.

Bald Cypress Builders is a local business owned and operated by a husband and wife team,
Matt and Amelia.  They take on mid-to large-scale home remodeling and building projects and

their goal is to help folks in the community have enjoyable, positive and “worth it”
experiences.    

Buchanan Construction Services is led by founder, Davis Buchanan, and provides mid-market
($1-5 M) construction services with full transparency at every phase of your project from
services to estimating to schedule.  They have the capacity to deliver and standards that

alleviate risk.  

Guhroo (formerly ERG) provides human resources solutions and payroll services for small
businesses and expansion solutions for payroll companies.  

Mickelsen Dalton LLC are personal injury attorneys serving South Carolina and Georgia.  In
just three years, their attorneys have obtained over $30 million on behalf of their clients.  They

understand how painful a serious injury can be.  They handle the litigation so that you can
focus on recovery.  Contact them for a free consultation and for additional information. 

Lowe’s donated funds specifically for the improved appearance of the Keep the Midlands
Beautiful office space in West Columbia.  We think you’ll agree that their contribution made a

difference!

Above: before, below after photos

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/donations/join-today/
https://www.baldcypressbuilders.com/
http://buchananconstructionservices.com/
https://www.guhroo.co/
https://www.mickelsendalton.com/


Help KMB to Extend its Reach in the Community- PLEASE
DONATE TODAY!

Please consider helping us expand our mission to engage, inspire and educate the Midlands to invest
in our community through litter prevention, recycling, and beautification. Your gift to support our
core programs will help supply materials to the thousands of volunteers who  pickup litter and fund

our recycling programs.

There are numerous ways to give.  Simply make a tax-deductible donation through our secure
website or write us a check and put it in the mail.  

AmazonSmile is a program that will give the charity of your choice a percent of all your purchases!
Did you know you can now activate AmazonSmile on your phone app and support KMB?  Simply

follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device.   

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'.

3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process.

Thank you for Keeping the Midlands Beautiful for 33 Years!

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @kmbgreen803

Check out our website for more information about our programs.

You can unsubscribe at any time.

https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/donations/join-today/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
https://www.facebook.com/keepthemidlandsbeautiful
https://instagram.com/kmbgreen803
https://keepthemidlandsbeautiful.org/

